DOCUMENTS FOR COMMENTS AT THE UPCOMING MEETING OF THE CODEX COMMITTEE ON FOOD ADDITIVES AND CONTAMINANTS

Four documents of importance to the Food Industry will be discussed on which parties interested in contributing to the SA response should send their comments on or before the relevant D dates:

1.  EMULSIFIERS, STABILISERS AND THICKENERS AND ACIDIFYING AGENTS ( D –date for comments – 26  January 2012)

A discussion will take place on the Annex to Table 3 of the GSFA.  Table 3 lists all the so-called "GMP" additives and the Annex to Table 3 lists all the categories of food in which these "GMP" additives may only be used according to Tables 1 and 2 of the GSFA (see link to GSFA at the bottom).  The aim of this exercise is to identify all the GMP additives used in the Annex to Table 3 and to name them specifically in Tables 1 and 2.

The document on which comments are requested provides recommendations in Annex 1 and Annex II  for “acidity regulators” and for “emulsifiers, stabilizers, thickeners,” respectively. In each Annex, for each functional class, three categories of recommendations are provided regarding the food categories listed in the Annex to Table 3 of the GSFA: 

·         Recommendation 1: 	Food categories in which the use of the additive functional class is justified;
·         Recommendation 2: 	Food categories in which the use of the additive functional class is not justified; and
·         Recommendation 3: 	Food categories to be further discussed by the CCFA.
 
Comments are especially requested on Recommendations 2 and 3 for both acidity regulators and emulsifiers, stabilisers and thickeners (EST).  I.e. you are requested to indicate whether there are any EST or acidity regulators, as listed in Table 3 of the GSFA, used in products listed under recommendations 2 and 3, for which you can provide technological justification.

The comments should be provided in the following format:
 
The Food Category Number, the specific EST or acidity regulator used in the food category and the technological justification for the use thereof.

To view the document on which comments are requested please go to:
http://www.saafost.org.za/Legislation/2012/Mar12-16_Codex/Codex%20CFA%20Docs%20Herbst%20(2)%20[12-1].pdf



2. SORBATES, PARA-HYDROXY-BENZOATES, NISIN, ASCORBYL ESTERS, PROPYL GALLATE, PHOSPHATES, AMMONIUM SALTS OF PHOSPHATIDIC ACID, BETA-CYCLODEXTRIN, SUCROGLYCERIDES, STEARYL CITRATE, SACCHARINS, SUCRALOSE AND ASPARTAME-ACESULFAME SALT ( D –date for comments - 12 February 2012)

The purpose of this exercise is to streamline the allocation of provisions for the above mentioned additives in the GSFA.  It will be noted that the provisions for each additive have been grouped according to "for adoption", "for further discussion" and "for discontinuation" as appropriate. This is a very important document since it is the last opportunity SA has to ensure our local circumstances are addressed !  Once these provisions are adopted or worse- discontinued, it will be incorporated in the GSFA and SA will have no choice than to align local additive regulations with the GSFA provisions.

To simplify the task. your are requested to first ascertain which additives and food categories apply to the industry you are involved in.  Comments can then be provided in the form of a justification/comment for the use of a particular additive in the respective food category.  Justification/comment where nothing has been provided as yet, will be most welcome, but additional comments/justification added to the existing comments/justifications are equally important since provisions are often rejected f only one country submits.
 
The comments should be provided in the following format:
 (Example) 
 
Additive: Nisin
 
Food Cat No.        Justification/comment
01.4                  A level of 12.5 mg/L is technologically justified because….

Document on which comments are requested: ftp://ftp.fao.org/codex/ccfa44/fa44_07e.pdf


3.  A DISCUSSION OF FOOD CATEGORY 16.0 ( D –date for comments - 22 February 2012)

A discussion paper on Food Category 16.0 (Composite foods – foods that could not be placed in categories 01 – 15).  The purpose of this category is to provide for additives in composite food that will not be covered by the "carry over principle".

A proposed revision to the Titles and Descriptor of Food Category 16.0 and 12.6.1 and to Section 5 of the Preamble to the GSFA is included as ANNEX to the discussion paper.
 
Your comments as to whether these changes will provide for additives used in composite products manufactured/distributed/sold by your respective company, will enable the South African delegate to make meaningful inputs at the meeting. 

Document on which comments are requested: ftp://ftp.fao.org/codex/ccfa44/fa44_11e.pdf


4. A DISCUSSION OF NOTE 161 ( D –date for comments - 24 February 2012)

The application of Note 161 which reads: "Subject to national legislation of the importing country aimed, in particular, at consistency with Section 3.2 of the Preamble".  The 43rd CCFA could not reach consensus on the use of Note 161. Some delegations expressed concern over the implications of the use of Note 161 on trade, and that the use of Note 161 undermines the international standard-setting efforts of Codex and the value of Codex’s science-based decisions. Other delegations were of the opinion that the use of Note 161 was important, particularly because the procedures established in Section 3.2 of the Preamble of the GSFA and in the Procedural Manual had not been rigorously followed  (REP 11/FA, paras. 107 – 114).
Taking the various options outlined at the end of the document in consideration, industry is requested to provide their inputs.
Document on which comments are requested:
ftp://ftp.fao.org/codex/ccfa44/fa44_12e.pdf


For ease of reference, the current GSFA in which provisions for the relevant additives can be assessed can be found at the following link: 
http://www.codexalimentarius.net/gsfaonline/docs/CXS_192e.pdf
 
Comments can be sent to Ms. Maryke Herbst 
herbsm@health.gov.za 
Department of Health.


 
 

